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The Epsom and Ewell Town Twinning Association
Minutes of Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 15 January 2019 at 7.30pm
At the Town Hall, Epsom

1. Apologies for absence: 
Brian Vandervilt, Martin Lewis.
Present:  Clive Woodbridge, Chair, Diana Deavin, Anne Richardson, Barbara Lewis, Liz Frost, Peter Hardy and Margaret Nightingale.

	Agenda Item
	Discussion / Report

	Action

	2. Minutes of last meeting
	Approved and signed by the Chair.

	

	3. Matters arising
	Clive reported the sign on the A24 from Ashtead had been fixed, and no charge.

	


	4. Past events

	Members’ dinner – Tuesday 16 October at Café Rouge, was well attended but some said the food was disappointing. We need to find a new French restaurant locally.
Epsom and Ewell Film Festival – Friday 26 – Sunday 28 October. Twinning was not involved but Anne had publicised those films that were in French to members. Query whether this may become an annual event? 
Soirée française – Monday 5 November.  12 members attended a lovely supper at Brian Atkinson’s, a success socially though not French speaking!
Commemoration of the end of WW1 – Sunday 11 November.  A family from Epsom went to Chantilly, though they did not arrive in time for the Saturday evening but the girls did readings at St Peter’s church on the Sunday. Barbara said that Martin wrote to the local press. We had received the family’s report and this will be published in the next twinning newsletter.
Members’ Christmas dinner – Friday 30 November –  30 members attended the dinner at the Italian Il Laghetto, including the Mayor and Mayoress so this was a great success. The dinner was well served but we have since noted this restaurant has now changed hands.
Chantilly Christmas Market – Saturday 8 – Sunday 9 December – the team were again in huts in a good position beside the other twin towns, but the footfall was less than in previous years. It was very cold, and only five members were able to go. There was liability to pay insurance so the total profit was £94.63, total takings were £695.09 and total spending £600.46. It was agreed the profit would be shared between those who represented us.
Soirée française – Monday 7 January – Anne reported 5 attended, a small number again maybe because of the holidays, but one was a new member.
Drop-in Coffee morning – Friday 11 January - 18 attended during the morning which was up on last time so another success. Dianne Reid was there (who we hadn’t seen for a while), she suggested we use Meet Up – an app like Facebook, there was a query re security?  Barbara agreed to arrange another at All Things Nice, suggested date 15 March, and will confirm.
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	7. Committee matters





















	Clive moved to item 7 Committee Matters
Option to twin with Uberlingen and Watermael-Boitsfort
Clive read to the committee an email he had received from the Mayor Neil Dallen regarding his meetings with Jan Zeitler the Mayor of Uberlingen who is keen to build a partnership with us. The Mayor sought advice from the committee before replying.
Liz asked what is the present situation between Chantilly and Uberlingen and what are Uberlingen’s objectives? We all felt we would need more people on the committee or rather a new subcommittee to deal with another twinning relation, as well as recruiting German speakers.
Margaret pointed out one difficulty that of distance, it would be more difficult to visit Uberlingen as they were so much further away from Epsom.
Barbara believed some Council members still did not appreciate that we are an arm of the Council not just a sympathy group.  It is the Council that is twinned with Chantilly, not the Association and we are doing work outside the Council's resource. 
Diana asked, though the Council will not contribute financially, are they behind us?
Liz and Clive will raise the issue in Council in February/ March, and Margaret to put on the agenda of the Twinning AGM in June.
Clive noted the underlying willingness on the committee to twin with Uberlingen but there was a need to establish a subcommittee to deal with it.
Anne thought it was important to encourage officials from our other twins to visit, there was dearth of visitors from the other twin towns to Epsom who had not responded to our invitations in the past.
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	The Kentucky Derby
Diana mentioned a conversation she had with a prospective member whose son is in Louisville and who proposed a twinning relation between Epsom and Louisville. {The Kentucky Derby is held in Louisville on the first Saturday in May, like our Derby on the first Saturday in June.}
While we feel we cannot embark on another twinning project presently, we could perhaps meet him as there may be interest from other groups here.
Peter objected because our object is to promote twinning with our other twin towns, not another town in the US.  
Clive would like to reach out to Eastern European countries eg Poland.
Twinning exhibition at the Grandstand
Diana circulated to committee a draft proposal called “A tale of two racing towns” describing an exhibition at the Grandstand by Caroline Baldock. She is trying to establish a Museum of the Horse in Epsom.
She aimed to have an exhibition ready for the Spring race meeting in Epsom on 24 April. It would then move to the Ebbisham Centre. She hoped to take it to Chantilly later.  She was applying to the Arts Council for funding. The committee could offer moral support but no money.
Diana asked if the Grandstand was organising a Chantilly race in Epsom. She had suggested Chantilly run a "Prix d'Epsom” in September/October.
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	Strategy for “succession planning”
No action at this time. Noted in the minutes of the committee meeting on 9 July following a query at the AGM that we focus on strategy. To be on the agenda of the next committee meeting. 
Other events involving Chantilly
Age Concern Epsom and Ewell (part of the national Help the Aged) proposed a cycle race to Chantilly and have asked for contacts, The enquiry came through our twinning website but Epsom Rotary had helped Chantilly Rotary to organise a Chantilly-Epsom ride some years ago in aid of St Peter’s.  Brian V is a member of several local cycle clubs and will let Age Concern have his suggestions, contacts etc.  Martin, also a keen cyclist, will liaise at this end.
A Russian lady composer (an enquiry also from our website) who is suffering from cancer and attached to the Royal Marsden, had performed in Cheam and sought support for a similar charity event in Chantilly, could twinning facilitate a visit to Chantilly?  Diana is in touch with Chantilly. Clive said we could give a small amount to support.
Peter was opposed, maybe not having realised it would be in aid of charity, but felt it would be more appropriate for a “Fete de la Musique”. 
Diana also circulated a report by Dominique on Facebook in French reporting on the year 2018 and the number of young people taking part in twinning activities and joining the Christmas market in Watermael. He would continue to encourage them and integrate them in their twinning.  Other young people from Japan will visit Chantilly to celebrate the 30th anniversary between the Chateau d’Himeji and the Chateau de Chantilly.
The other celebrations in 2019 will be the 60th anniversary of Chantilly’s twinning with Watermael-Boitsfort and the 30th anniversary of their twinning with Uberlingen.  Dominique said they were searching people’s personal archives requesting documents and photos of twinning activities with these towns.
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	5. Treasurer’s report
	Brian Vandervilt had sent his report: the General fund stood at £1,760:71, the Choral account at £8,851:74. There was a query whether if a good case were to be made to spend some of the Choral account this would be considered, but this account is for choral festival use only.
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	6.Membership report
	Anne reported this was 101 and is now 104 members.
	AR

	8. Future events
	Curry Night – Tuesday 22 January
Anne to circulate the menu to members with an invitation to reply to Margaret.
Clive said that sadly the Raj Academy at Nescot where we had our last Curry Night had closed, as they couldn’t make it work.
New French Club in Ewell – Thursday 24 January 
This new group headed by Colette would be held at the Glyn Hall in Ewell and would be run along the same lines as the Cercle Francais with a speaker followed by French conversation.
French Exhibition at Olympia – Friday 25 – Sunday 27 January
Peter told us about the French Exhibition at Olympia. It is well worth going for a taste of French life in an English winter. 
Soirées françaises – Mondays 4 February and 4 March – both at Margaret’s. To think how to interest more people to attend.
Rotary Schools French-speaking competition – Monday 11 and Thursday 28 February
Diana said Marie Claude is coming over and will be a judge for the junior competition on 11 February at Blenheim.  Committee members encouraged to attend to show support.
The President of Chantilly Rotary is coming for the senior competition on the 28 February at Epsom College. Diana asked for authority to spend £100 for prizes as before.
Quiz Night – provisionally Friday 1 March tbc
Since this came immediately after the French speaking competitions, it was proposed the date be moved.  After some discussion it was decided to leave until after the Cheese and Wine and look for a date in April, the 5th was suggested, depending on the availability of the URC hall and quizmaster.  Anne to check booking the hall. Easter school holidays are 8th to 22nd April.
Visit of students from Lycée de la Forêt to Blenheim School Epsom 
Diana informed the committee that Nadia Anderson at Blenheim was corresponding with the Lycee de la Foret re the visit of their 6th form from Thursday 7 March to 9 March. The committee may be asked to assist with transport or at the Town Hall.

Cheese and Wine party – Tuesday 26 March confirmed
Barbara offered to buy supplies for the buffet and Diana the wine.  Unfortunately Anne and Margaret will both be away.  It was suggested that we rope in other regular supporters to help with the preparations.
Association AGM – Clive would check availability at the Town Hall for Tuesday 11th June.
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	9. Publicity for future events
	[bookmark: _GoBack]In Martin’s absence Barbara said they would publicise: the Coffee Morning, the Cheese & Wine (members only), the French-speaking Competitions, and the Lycee school’s visit, plus the next date for  "All things Nice"  and ask if other shops would help by displaying notices.
Barbara raised an issue re Council support – whether they might allow advertising free in the Borough Insight and What’s on in Epsom? 
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	10. Spring newsletter
	Reports from committee members on all past events and future including the AGM.  As Margaret is away until end-April It was agreed the newsletter will be published the first week in May, so material please to Margaret by 30 April.
Diana will do an article recording the death of Betty Emery, and also Caroline Baldock’s racing exhibition at the Grandstand in April.  
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	11. AOB


	Barisons Choir
We had received an invitation from Brian of Barisons Choir to any member of the Twinning Association who may wish to join a Choir Cruise departing on 1st May from Southampton for 5 nights. Diana will forward his email to committee members.
Barbara reminded us that we were going to suggest a Barisons singing workshop for the next Mental Health Week in October. 
French Market in Epsom.  Margaret had emailed Clive re several queries from members regarding if we might have prior notice of when the French market was held in Epsom.  It was not known who organised this but it must need Council approval.  Clive will find out for us. Anne thought that a twinning stall at the French Market may be useful publicity for twinning.
Committee. Barbara reported she had met with Helen Lewis who spoke to her about Twinning, along similar lines as at the AGM last year. In our defence Margaret said she had asked Helen to join the committee in order to be able to contribute her views, but Helen had declined. As a result it was suggested that we list on our website all the things which Twinning promotes.
Clive announced the passing of Cllr Nigel Petrie.
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	12. Date(s) of next meeting
	 Provisionally Tuesday 12 March and Tuesday 7 May.


	MN

	
	MN 21.1.19 final 
	

	

	

	





4

image1.jpeg
Epsom and Ewell Town-Twinning Assoclation

" o

Twinned with Chantilly, France




